
An outline of the advantages and disadvantages of consultation and collaboration in an instructional environment


Consultation and collaboration in the classroom is something that all teachers will face at one point or another. General educators, special educators, paraprofessionals and other professionals will all be required to work together at times to ensure the most effective education for students. It may look different for everyone, but it is a part of working in an instructional environment. There are both advantage and disadvantages to consultation and collaboration that should be considered by all professionals. 


The advantages of consultation and collaboration in the classroom have been experienced by many educators and students alike. One of the greatest advantages is reaching all of the students in a class; students with special needs can receive appropriate accommodations and extra support from collaborating teachers. Teachers can also learn a lot from each other as different strategies, knowledge and experiences are shared. They can work together to problem solve and maybe not feel so overwhelmed when they have someone else carrying the load of preparation, instruction and assessment with them. Typically developing students can benefit from collaboration and consultation in the general education classroom as they are exposed to modifications, support and more professionals in the room. 


Unfortunately, although there are many advantages to consultation and collaboration, there are also some disadvantages to the model. It can be hard for teachers to share the classroom or instructional time. Inevitably, teachers can feel that they are not really an equal partner in the classroom and may feel as though they are serving as more of an aide. Teachers have to decide how to collaborate in the classroom and may struggle to share the floor at times. One of the biggest disadvantages to the model is the time requirement. Teachers have very busy schedules and tend to spend more time than planned on their lesson planning, grading and preparation. Teachers struggle to find adequate time to collaborate with one another and plan for their instruction; they may not have time built into their schedules for collaboration and are not always on the same schedule throughout the day to make time. The pressures and struggles of finding time to collaborate can lead to frustration and resentment. General education teachers can feel overwhelmed when special educators provide consultation and give them accommodations and modifications to make in their instruction and classroom. Once again, it requires more time. Special education teachers can also feel overwhelmed or upset if other teachers are not willing to listen or take suggestions, thus leaving the special educators to do more work themselves. Teachers can also hold different opinions or ideas about whole-group instruction when considering students with special needs. Consultation and collaboration truly requires a lot of time, patience and understanding from all parties in order to be successful and effective. 
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